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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – December 27, 2018 
Swanzey Town Hall 

620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sylvester Karasinski at 5:00 p.m. at Swanzey Town Hall, 620 Old 
Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH.  Present were Selectmen Sylvester Karasinski, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and W. 
William Hutwelker III. Also present were Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Michelle Talbot.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
Mike Gomarlo, Jenny Gomarlo, and Wally Smith 
 
MINUTES  

 The regular meeting Minutes of December 19, 2018 were considered. Motion by Colby to approve the 
regular meeting Minutes of December 19, 2018. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker and there 
was no further discussion.  All were in favor, with Colby abstaining. Motion passed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker.  All were in 
favor.  Motion passed.  

A. Payroll Manifest 
B. Payables Manifest 
C. Intent-to-Cut – Map 58 Lot 34 
D. Raffle Permit #2018-32 – Greater Keene Pops Choir 
E. Personnel Action Report(s)  

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith spoke briefly about 3 
members he is down since the recent departure of 2 members.  He was seeking suggestions for active 
members. Colby suggested a few people he could contact.  
 
Hutwelker spoke briefly about a complaint he received from citizen Brian Jenisch on Stonefield Lane in regards 
to fireworks on Christmas Night. Jenisch had called Swanzey Police and they responded. Swanzey Police stated 
a fireworks permit had been granted and they met requirements. Colby suggested the citizen petition a 
warrant article if they would like to change the ordinance.  There was a discussion regarding fireworks and the 
supporters and opponents of them.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. 2019 Shim / Overlay Project – Award of Contract and Encumbrance of Funds.  Bids for this project 
were due back Thursday at 10 a.m. Bids were as follows: 

 BDM Sweeper – $118,665  

 Mitchell Sand & Gravel – $127,505 

 Bazin Brothers – $146,000 

 Brox Industries – $168,192.50 

 NE Paving Co. – $177,420 



 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
December 27, 2018 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 

Hutwelker asked if there was any reason not to award to the low bidder BDM Sweeper and Branley 
said there was not. 
 
Motion made by Hutwelker to authorize the Town Administrator to sign contract documents with 
BDM Sweeper Service for $118,665 for the 2019 shim / overlay project and to encumber said funds 
from the 2018 budget and SB3 funds. There was a second by Colby and there was no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

B. Whitcomb Hall LCHIP Grant Project Agreement – see enclosed agreement and terms.  The Board 
discussed what the Town was committing to by accepting the funds.  Branley stated the Town would 
enter into a stewardship agreement with LCHIP, which would outline more details.  Largely the Town 
agrees to own and maintain the building and keep it for public use.  LCHIP will also have input 
regarding major renovations and improvements. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to authorize the Town Administrator to sign project agreement documents 
between the Town and LCHIP for the Whitcomb Hall rehabilitation project. There was a second by 
Hutwelker and there was no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
C. Project Agreements for State Project # 40485 (Roundabout at the intersection of NH 32 and Sawyer’s 

Crossing Road) – the Board reviewed the following agreements in reference to the project: school 
beacon, municipal workzone, landscaping, rectangular rapid flashing beacon, and sidewalk.  Karasinski 
questioned whether the State or the Town would be paying for street lighting expenses and Branley 
said he would confirm.  Hutwelker stated either way the agreements were needed for the project to 
move forward. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to authorize the Town Administrator or Chairman to sign the following 
project agreements for the Rt. 32 Sawyers Crossing Roundabout Project: school beacon, municipal 
workzone, landscaping, rectangular rapid flashing beacon, and sidewalk. There was a second by 
Hutwelker and there was no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

D. Resident request to grant prior year veteran’s tax credit – Branley recommended the Board deny this 
request as it creates a potentially dangerous precedent of granting a credit/exemption for a prior year.  
The Board discussed and it was stated the application for this credit was due April 15th.  The Board 
agreed by consensus to deny the request. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 5:51 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Michelle Talbot 
     
Approved on January 2, 2019 


